72 CANOEING.

CHAPTER VL

SAILING,

The below.deck method of sailing—The deck-seat position—Thc
sliding-seat position —Peculiarities of canoe sailing—Running—
Tending the mainsheet—Blanketing—The downhaul—Trim—
Steering.

In the early Rob Roy canoes the sail was a small affair,
and was of minor importance in the boat’s outfit; it was
only of use when the wind was well free, and the paddle
was the chief reliance for propulsion. Sailing was so seldom



canues: such craft became rather sailing than;[;addling boatsg,'
and, by the addition of the rudder, ballast, sheer, centre-

Fig. 34.—Below-deck Method of Canoe Sailing.

plates, good design and good sail plans, there was evolved
a class of admirable little sailing ships, capable of very fair
windward work. The racing canoe of this time became a
large heavy boat with complicated gear, as a result of the
development of the craft to suit the below-seated method of
sailing. In this method the crew sat, or lay down, on the
floor boards, with as little of his person exposed to windage































































