56 CANOEING.

CHAPTER V.
THE RIG.

Requirements of canoe sails—Main and Mizzen—Spars—Cut and trim
of sails—The mainsheet—The balance lug—The standing lug—
Bafters—The batswing—Sliding gunter—Leg of mutton—Sprit
sail—Lateen—The mizzen—Batten reefing gear—Standing sails—
Sail area.

ALmosT every kind of rig has been tried on canoes; but,
as a result of the survival of the fittest for canoe require-
ments, only a few varieties are at all commonly seen nowa-
days. A canoe sail must obviously be one that can be
hoisted, lowered, worked, and reefed without the canoeist
leaving his seat. No sail that requires the canoeist to go
forward to attend to its setting, dipping, or reefing is
practicable for a canoe. Itis possible in fairly smooth water
to shuffle carefully forward so as to reach the mast or the
tack, but such a proceeding should not be a necessary part
of the working of the sails, The other requirements of
a canoe rig are handiness, lightness, and safety; these
demand simple gear, light spars, a low centre of effort, with
easy and certain methods of hoisting, lowering, and reefing.

The qualifications mentioned, combined with good sailing
properties, dictate the classes of rig popular amongst
canoeists, Many canoes, especially short beamy boats, are
rigged with only one sail; for such boats, and for the
beginner in any kind of canoe, this is the best plan. There
is then only one sheet to consider, an important considera-
tion to the neophyte if the breeze be fresh. Asarule a
long, narrow, light-displacement craft, such as the usual
sailing canoe is, requires, especially when fitted with a
centre-board, to have two well-balanced sails for satisfactory



















































