6 CANOEING.

CHAPTER IL

THE CANOE.

The hull—Definition of a canoe—Decked and open—The Rob Roy—
The Ringleader—The Nautilus—The Pearl—Design—The racer
—The cruiser—The R.C.C. rules and dimensions—The Canadian

—Construction of canoes—The Sharpie—The Fattledore—Ameri-
can racing canoes—(Canoe builders—Prices—The fast cruiser
Cockyollybird.

THERE is probably no part of the description of a canoe, as
usually defined, that is not varied in some specimens of the
craft met with, “A boat propelled with a paddle by a
crew facing forwards,” is a definition sometimes met with ;
but a number of unexceptionable canoes are nowadays
propelled with sculls by a crew facing backwards. In other



niion may De a canoe-yawl, a saling poat, a yacnt, or
anything else, but is not rightly to be called a canoce. It is
not easy to construct a satisfactory definition, which shall
be also a simple and brief one. For example, Rule 26 of
the Mersey Canoe Club, arranged by a body of experts,
reads, * That the definition of a canoe shall be, ¢ A decked
boat not exceeding club dimensions (not exceeding 18 feet
in length or 3 feet beam), the means of propulsion to be by
paddle or sails only by one person facing forwards,”” This
explicit ¢ definition ” is about the most defective with which
I am acquainted. In the first place it excludes all canoes
taking a double crew, although most of these are considerably
within the above dimensions; then it also excludes all
Canadian canoes, as these are not “decked boats;” it ex-
cludes boats propelled by sculls by a person facing back-
wards ; and it has a still greater vice in the omission of any
reference to the necessity of a sharp stern.

Excluding large open canoe-shaped boats used for trans-




























































